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Periodical Cicada Emergence & Fruit Production
Posted on April 15, 2025

I saw my first 17-year cicada 34 years ago, which means the ones coming out next month
across much of Kentucky are the ‘grandchildren’ of those. The numbers for the different

broods of the periodical cicada are based on the year that they emerge and whether they are
13- or 17-year cicadas. What we will experience next month will be the most widespread

emergence of the broods occuring in the state.

Figure 1. A 1991 map of periodical cicada emergence based on county Extension agent
reports. Counties were colored yellow, orange, or red based on reported intensity of

emergence. Within counties, emergence sitings typically are localized to just a few areas
within a county.
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Potential Damage
While a cicada emergence is truly an amazing experience for many, it can be very

damaging to some crops like fruit trees, particularly young trees. The damage is done by
the female during egg laying. She uses her egg-layer (ovipositor) to tear 1/3-inch slits into

pencil thick limbs. She may make a dozen or more of these in a row, then in each of the
slits she can lay a dozen or more eggs. These limbs are weakened and often crack and
droop or break off entirely from the tree. This damage can disfigure young trees. After

about 5 to 6 weeks, the eggs hatch and the nymphs drop to the ground where they tunnel
through the soil in search of roots to feed on for the next 16 and a half years.

Monitor & Manage
Growers east of Hopkinsville and Henderson to the Virginia/West Virginia state line will
need to monitor their trees and vines through May and watch for the cicadas gathering

or any evidence of egg laying damage. There is a good chance that cicadas will not
cause a problem with any one specific orchard as they usually gather within pockets in
a county, but they will attack apples, peaches, grapes, and other fruit trees. Preventive
sprays are not recommended as the cicadas don’t occur everywhere. There is usually a
10-day or so window after emergence before they begin laying eggs, so there is a wide

opportunity to monitor and treat as needed. Of the sprays available, the pyrethroids
appear to be the most effective, but Sevin is also good. Be sure to read the label and

match the correct insecticide with the type of tree needing treatment.

FIGURE 2. EGG-LAYING BY PERIODICAL CICADAS CAN CAUSE
SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE TO CULTIVATED AND FOREST TREES.

FLAGGING OF DAMAGED LIMBS IS A COMMON SUMMER SIGHT
WHERE THESE CICADAS HAVE BEEN. (PHOTO: KEN YEARGAN,

UK PROFESSOR EMERITUS).
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On apples, try to limit the use of pyrethroids due to their toxicity to European red mite
and wooly apple aphid predators and their long-residual activity. However, when

periodical cicada populations are excessive, many growers have made the decision to
use a pyrethroid to prevent the limb damage at the risk of triggering mite problems.

The last time this brood emerged, one grower noted that he used a pyrethroid and
fought mites the next 2 years, but he felt that he made the correct decision with the

large numbers of cicadas that emerged in his orchard. Sevin (carbaryl version), when
used early in the growing season (within 30 days of petal fall), has the potential to thin

the fruit; it is used as a thinner during this period. Use caution as the rate used to
control insects is greater than the rate used to thin apples.

FIGURE 3. A FUN ACTIVITY
FOR KIDS: HAVE THEM

SPOT A RARE BLUE-EYED
CICADA.
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HOMEMAKER TRIP TO CASEY

COUNTY

JUNE 2ND 

LEAVING THE EXTENSION

OFFICE AT 7:30 AM

WALK YOUR WAY WALKING PROGRAM/CHALLENGE

JUNE 4      JUNE 9THTH

JUNE 17     JUNE 23RDTH

JUNE 30TH

10:00 AM

LETCHER COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
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SEWING WORKSHOP

JUNE 16TH

10:00 AM OR 1:00 PM

STAR TABLE TOPPER

LIMITED SEATS

COME SEW WITH US 
JUNE 11  BREATHITT COTH

LEAVING EXTENSION OFFICE

AT 8:00 AM

JUNE 12  PERRY COTH

LEAVING EXTENSION OFFICE

AT 8:30 AM
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DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP

JUNE 26  @ 1:00TH

PRE-REGISTER BY JUNE 19TH

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO ATTEND IN PERSON

YOU CAN JOIN BY ZOOM. 
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HEAD - Problem solving: ability to sort out complex problems.
HEART - Emotional development: developing good attitudes toward work and learning;

developing acceptance and appreciation of other people. 
HANDS - Skills development: ability to do, skill in doing and habit of doing. 

HEALTH - Physical development: understanding and appreciating a growing and
changing body.
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TEEN CLUB MEETING

JUNE 2 @ NOON

LETCHER COUNTY 

EXTENSION OFFICE 

4-H FUN DAY

COME JOIN US WITH A DAY
OF FUN!!

LEARN 4-H DANCES
LEARN ABOUT 4-H

PROGRAMS 
AN LOTS OF FUN GAMES. 
EVERYBODY WELCOME 

AGES 9-18
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